Campground Critique


Catalina State Park (520) 628-5798 Tucson









Large Group Area is necessary as small group is too small

Lots of tables, and good fire pit, Horse center.

Pit toilets, Water, Plenty of shade trees.

Hiking, mountain biking and forest ranger support, Indian Ruins, Biosphere and Pima Air museum nearby, Wildlife viewing.

Large gravel open parking / camping area.

Not as good for tenters as pop-ups / motor homes

Overall rating Excellent!

Picacho Peak State Park
 


Group A is good. Group B is Ok


Lots of tables, good fire pit


Pit and Flush Toilets, 
Water


Hiking, biking, inline skating, wildlife studies, stargazing and train buff's delight.


Dairy Queen right across freeway.


Does not have very much shade, cooler months only.


Great after large rains when desert poppy blooms.


Large paved loop for parking


Areas for tents, pop-ups and motor homes.


Overall rating Excellent!

Roosevelt Lake (Grapevine) (Tonto Ranger Station (520) 467-3200)


One loop and two 1/3 loop, loop holds approximately 100


Lots of tables, good fire pit, Flush toilets, Water

Fishing, Boating with nearby boat ramp, Tonto National Monument (cliff dwellings) and excellent view of Roosevelt Lake.


Loop has large paved parking lot


Areas for Tents, pop-ups and motor homes.


Overall rating Excellent!

Chavez Crossing (800) 280-CAMP Sadona

Some Tables, good fire pit


Pit toilets, Water


Fishing, Canoeing, Hiking nearby (campground is on the river), Caves, Very       
wooded.

Seams isolated, but in Sadona City limits. Great for Halloween festivities.                        Loop is small and paved. Difficult to park a lot of vehicles


Areas for tents and pop-ups, large trailers will be difficult. Not recommended for 
motor homes


Overall rating -- too small for early campouts. May be ok for mid-year campouts

Upper Wolf Creek Prescott

Some tables, good fire pit, vaulted toilets, Water

Hiking, Mountain biking, Quading, large rock formations for climbing. Old mine in area , area is  forested 4x4 trails, Fishing and canoeing  at Goldwater lake nearby.


Area is unpaved, approximately 2 miles unpaved to get there

 
Areas for pop-ups, tents, but tight fit for motor homes.


Overall rating Excellent!

Granite Basin Prescott

Some tables, good fire pit, Pit toilets, Water

Hiking, Canoeing/rafting, Fishing, Mountain biking, Quading, Rock hounding, Forested area and Shooting Range nearby.


Area is unpaved and hilly


Areas for pop-ups is limited, tents OK, motor homes difficult


Overall rating Excellent

Clear Creek Group Site Camp Verde

Some tables, good fire pit, Pit toilets, Water,

Hiking, Fishing, Rock Hounding, Camp is next to creek, has cliff wall just out of camp to display pumpkins.


Area is paved and flat, but somewhat small


Areas for pop-ups, tents, and motor homes, but overall limited.


Overall rating - may be too small for early season campouts

Dead Horse Ranch State Park Cotton Wood
Tables, good fire pit, water, central pavilion, Restrooms with showers and outdoor kitchen sinks. 

Hiking, Canoeing/rafting, Fishing, Biking, inline skating, graveyard, foundry ruins, State designated bird watching area.


Group site is paved


Areas for pop-ups, tents and motor homes.


Caution: Do not reserve upper group site, susceptible to high winds.


Overall rating Excellent!

Moqui Clint’s Wells

Tables, small fire pit, need porta potties brought in No water.


3 Pods with each pod holding approximately 60

Hiking, Mountain biking, Quading, Stargazing, Wildlife viewing, 4x4 trails, Fishing and Fossil collecting at Blue Ridge Reservoir, forested with large open area.


Pasture type campground, unpaved.

Areas for pop-ups, tents and motor homes (if it doesn’t rain). (Possibility of getting stuck.


Overall rating Excellent!

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Long Valley Work Center Clint’s Wells

Tables, grills, small central fire pit (only fires in central pit), vaulted Toilets


3 Pods with each pod holding approximately 60

Hiking, Rock hounding, Star Gazing, Mountain biking, Quading, large open areas, forested,


Unpaved loops with ~2 miles of unpaved road


Areas for pop-ups, tents and motor homes.


Overall rating Excellent!

Dons Base Camp   Superstition Goldfields
Go east on US 60 to Peralta road and turn left

Tables, good fire pit, large amphitheater, and large pavilions.

Hiking, Rock climbing, Mountain biking, Quading, Great views, Close to shopping, Renaissance fair near by

Located adjacent to the Peralta Trailhead on Tonto National Forest Land

Desert camping, tough for tents. Better for Pop ups and motor homes. Recommended for cooler months only, near town.

Bring water, trash bags, and firewood.

Overall rating Excellent!

Reynolds Creek Group Site Roosevelt Lake/ Young (Pleasant Valley Ranger District) 
928-462-4300

Vault toilets, tables, grills, and pavilion.

Hiking, Mountain biking, Quading, Forested with large open area. Creek right outside of camp has waterfall and small pieces of gold for panning. 

Off road vehicles need to be licensed to drive on main road, even to cross it under power and is patrolled. 

Good for tents, pop ups and motor homes, Road hard on trailers and motor homes (27 miles of twisting mostly dirt/gravel roads).
 

50 miles north of Globe on SR 288 (unpaved north of the salt river at Roosevelt lake)

Overall rating Excellent!

Roper Lake State Park Safford

Vaulted toilets, Shower room one site over, Hot springs, Lake.


Tables, Grills, Good fire pit, Water.


Hiking, Canoeing/rafting, Fishing, Hiking, Swimming beach, Near Mt. Graham telescopes.


Paved loop parking with camping in center, Good for tents, pop ups and motor homes.


Safford is at three-hour driving limit.


Overall rating Excellent!

White Tanks State Park Glendale 


Vaulted toilets, Dinking water, Large Pavilion, Good fire pit, Competitive mountain courses, Showers near by site.


Paved roads open gravel parking lot, near town.


Hiking, Biking, Quading, good for tents, pop ups and motor homes, near town.


Recommended site during Luke Air force Base Days as it is in flight path.


Overall rating Excellent!

O’Leary Group Site (Sunset Crater National Monument)


Vaulted toilets, Drinking water, Great fire pit, Grills, Tables, Ramada.


Loop parking with paved roads, large open grass area just out of camp, forested.


4X4 heaven, Lava flows just out of camp (rock hounding), Wildlife viewing, Crater tours, Hiking, Biking, and Indian ruins near by.


Good for tents, pop ups and motor homes (all vehicles must stay on pavement).


Overall rating Excellent. 

Canyon Point Campground Forest Lakes 520-535-9233


Amphitheater, Small fire pit, Grills, Tables, Drinking water, Flushing toilets with showers in main area, Vaulted toilets, RV sanitation, Forested, Rock hounding. Great tenting area, limited parking for Pop ups and Motor homes in camp areas, 
Lots of parking in main lot near showers.


Host not very accommodating in vehicles per campsite.


Not for beginning of year campouts.

Whispering Pines Camp Prescott (928) 455-1478


Heated cabins, Mess hall, Game room/meeting hall, flushing toilets with shower facilities, 


Maintained dirt roads (1 Mile), Plenty of parking,  


Sledding, Biking, Hiking, Limited Quading, Basket Ball, Archery, Wildlife viewing, Rock hounding, Canoeing/rafting, fishing, Rock Climbing.


Absolutely No Alcohol allowed on premises. 


Overall rating Excellent!

McDowell Mountain Regional Park Fountain Hills 480-471-0173


Flushing toilets with showers, Drinking water, Grills, Tables, Good fire pit, RV sanitation, Play Ground, Open large circle gravel parking lot, Desert camping, Hard for tenting, Good for pop up and motor homes. 


Hiking, Mountain biking with competitive track, Fort McDowell Ruins, Horse trails, Amphitheater, Stargazing, and Very large Saguaros.


Not much shade, recommend only for cooler months, near town.


Overall rating Excellent!

Elks Picnic Grounds (Mogollon Ranger District)


Vaulted toilets, No water, Band stand, Tables, Good fire pit, large raised Barbeque pit, Horseshoe court, swing set.  Next to John’s Canyon, Fenced in 5 acre campground with large open area. 

4x4 heaven, Hiking, Quading, Wildlife viewing, Stargazing, Photography, Horse heaven, Large expanse of trails for motorized vehicles, Rock hounding.


Good for tents pop up and motor homes.


Caution: Beware of low hanging roof catching, awning tearing trees.


Overall rating Excellent!

Lewis Canyon Pinedale (Lakeside Ranger District 928-368-5111)


Pit toilets, Water available at Forest Service Work ctr. 2 miles away, Good fire pit, Baseball diamond, two horseshoe pits, Tree swing, Large open area. Forested, Loop circles around camp for parking.


Good for tents, pop ups and motor homes.


Hiking, Mountain biking, Quading, Stargazing,  


Overall rating Excellent!

Roosevelt Lake Grapevine Tonto Basin Ranger District 520-467-3200 www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto


Flushing toilets with showers, Good fire pit, Tables, Grills, Playground, Event Center, Boat ramp, Fishing, Boat and jet ski rentals, Paved loop, Tonto National Monument (cliff dwellings) just up the main road.


Hiking, Fishing, boating, site seeing, 4x4 trails, Stargazing, Wildlife viewing, Rock hounding, Not very much shade, not recommended for hot months.


Good for tents, Pop ups and motor homes.


Overall rating Excellent!

Seven Springs Campground Cave Creek/Horseshoe Lake (Cave Creek Ranger District) 480-595-3300 Vaulted toilets, No water, Ramada, Raised barbeque pit, Stream next to camp, Rock loop parking, Forested.


Hiking, Wildlife viewing, State scenic route, 4x4 trails, Rock hounding, Mine visitor shop nearby, Main road to camp area crosses stream seven times, water fun.  Near to town.


Good for tents, pop ups and motor homes. Bumpy ride for motor homes.

